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What is the Project?

Project Background
* Sponsors

Texas
* TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Department
real places telling real stories of Transportation

A

U.S. Departiment of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration




Project Goals
 Work Products
— Report
— Web-Based Content
— Images
— Research Materials

Source: CAH
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What is the Project?

Project Goals

..........

* Applications
— Planning Tool
— Public Awareness ~ [ |
— Heritage Tourism =
— Preservation | |
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e Tax Incentlve55 |
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* Designations

Source: CAH
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What is the Project?

Project Path

 Oklahoma to Laredo
and Galveston

Source: CAH
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Project Schedule

What is the Project?

Presentations - February 2015

Draft Historic Context - May 2015 ) G
Survey and Fieldwork - May to Novembg%ﬂ 7
Draft Survey Report - December 2015 LA =
Final Report - April 2016 4 &\” |

Source: CAH




Names Over the Years
* Meridian Road (1911)

Sources: HCM&A and CAH 7




What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years

* Meridian Highway /
International Meridian Highway
(1913)

Source: StMU Source: CAH .
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years

* State Highway No. 2
(1917)

/

g

Source: TSLAC
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years
 US81(1926)

TEXAS

* Ringgold to Laredo

Source: TSLAC
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years
 SH6 (1926) Y fuar
e Waco to Galveston

Source: TSLAC
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Names Over the Years

Y

ME‘RlDlAyss
What is the Meridian Highway?

SH 6 (Waco to Hempstead [Houston])
US 277 (Red River to Wichita Falls)
US 287 (Wichita Falls to Bowie)
SH 95 (Temple to Elgin)

US 290 (Hempstead to Houston)

US 75 (Houston to Galveston)
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What is the Meridian nghway"

Names Over the Years

+ [H 44 (Red River to Wichita Falls) |

* [H 35W (Fort Worth to Hillsboro)
* [H 35 (Hillsboro to Laredo)

 IH 45 (Houston to Galveston)
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Historical Influences

Good Roads Movement
* Bicycling

Unknown location i.n Texas. Source: PTH
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Historical Influences

Good Roads Movement
e Road Conditions
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Unknown location in Texas. Source: PTH
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Historical Influences

Good Roads Movement
* Muddy Roads

Falls County, Texas. Source: TxDOT
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Historical Influences

Rising Popularity of Automobile
* Introduction of Model T (1908)

Source: THF
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Historical Influences

New Freedom and Opportunities
* The “Vagabonds”

Source: THF

19




A ERID IAELs' THROUGHoyy

Historical Influences

New Freedom and Opportunities
* Tourism for a Growing Middle Class

i3S o =

Hoter WesSTBROOK. “MoTorists HEADQUARTER!
=29 (OR. MAIN & 457’5, cn-

Source: TOT

Source: TWC
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Historical Influences

New Freedom and Opportunities
 Commerce and Trade

Source: THF
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Market Note = HOGS" ARE upP sof TO DAY.
Farmer Brown-*My "'mud tax’ to-day is 4-0 Guess I'll
boost fir 365 day rodd

Source: KHS Source: PTH
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Historical Influences

Military Significance

Source: FHWA Source: PTH
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Historical Influences

Other National Routes
* Lincoln Highway

THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY ROUTE
IS IBEALS AND PURPOSES

Source: LHNM&A
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Historical Influences

Other National Routes
* Bankhead Highway
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Historical Influences

Other National Routes
* 0ld Spanish Trail
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Historical Influences

Other National Routes
National Old Trails
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Organization and Early Years
* Founded 1911
John C. Nicholson of Newton, Kansas
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Established Routes
e (Chisholm Trail
 Santa Fe Trail

WYOMING
‘ TERRITORY
—Ghey
|
|
UTAH { Denver &
TERR. |
| COLORADO
ARIZ. NEW MEXICO
TERR. | TERRITORY

N BACIFIC R o

E Cattle trails
IJ,J Railheads
H Major radroads

oo

13 1
150 300 wlomelers

150 300 miles
1 y

MEXICO

DAKOTA
TERRITORY

S e

NEBRASKA

MINN, -4
“ WISCONSIN

Source: UNO
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What is the Meridian Highway?
Established Routes [ = =
 Railroad Network

— MKT
— IGN

— H&TC
— FW&DC

Source: LOC
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Origin of the Name
* Named for Sixth Principal Meridian

6th | Principal Mer.

Sixth Principal Meridian

Adopted 1855. Governing Surveys - Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Wyoming. Initial Point - Latitude 40-00-07, Longitude
97-22-08
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What is the Meridian Highway?

The Meridian Highway in Texas
* David E. Colp
— Texas Division of Meridian Highway |

— Texas Good Roads Association
— Texas Highway Commission

— Old Spanish Trail

— Glacier to Gulf Highway

— State Parks Board

Source: CAH
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Organization and Early History

* Importance of Route and Shared History
— Colorado to Gulf
— King of Trails Qg% st b
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters
 Path Finders and Caravans

A first-class paved road boasting a
caravan of Meridian Road boosters.

Unknown location. Source: HCM&A
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters

e Banners
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters

e Banners \ TEX! =
SAN RNTONID TEX.

LARE’?M

Source: HCM&A

‘ lm.mj GALVESTON



How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

MERIDIAN ROAD OFFICIAL GARAGESJ;
L] L] n
e Meridian Road Magazine :
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters
* Meridian Road Magazine

=

oot

How IIN Meridian Rou(l ls B(‘illa Hllill ‘
in Dozens of Counties l

Source: HCM&A 38
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted
Promotions and Promoters

* Meridian Road Magazine

The Mendian Road Maganne

Secretary of Agriculture, David Houston, Shakes Hands
with Road Boosters at Detroit.
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters
 (Caravans and Tours

“Seven miles south of San Antonio, on Laredo Division
of Meridian Road. In just a few months, 15 miles of high
class gravel road just like this will speed the way-farer
toward the Rio Grand...” (Caption from the Meridian
Road Monthly Magazine August, 1913)

Galveston, Texas. Source: HCM&A South Texas. Source: HCM&A
40

The causeway across two miles of Galveston Bay. This
was the costliest stretch of Meridian Road at $2,000.000
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters

San Antonio, Texas. Source: PPLD San Antonio, Texas. Source: PPLD
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters

 The Meridian Road In Texas (1916)

Source: CAH
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Brochures and Pamphlets T ek '
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Brochures and Pamphlets
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route

The Meridian Road as an Idea

Source: CAH 4
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route
Early Maps
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route

Texas Highway Commission Maps
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route
Federal Highway Maps
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route
Texas Highway Department - County Highway Maps
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route

Composite Map Showing Alignments Over Time
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The Meridian Highway in the Area

Legend

1916 - The Merkdian Road in Texas
To ba varified
1524 - Cfficial Automobile Red Book

1840 - Texas Highway Depariment
1560 - Texas Highway Deparment

e Wil 52
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The Meridian Highway in the Area
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The Meridian Highway in the Area
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The Meridian Highway in the Area
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The Meridian Highway in the Area
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The Meridian Highway in the Area
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What We Are Doing

Field Documentation
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State Fire Insurance Map - Lorena, Texas. Source: VGCHL
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Wholesalors ‘and Iistributors.
§15 Main Avenue

at OMSan Antonlo, Tex.

ol ers Glven Prompt Atten-

ITCI?LOYSS CROSSINGE CAR B-

Tourlsts' Hoadquarters,
Camp Equipment.

EX-HOCK R HARDWARE CO.

217 RBroadway,
lnto'rmndon—Sor}\'u'e.

CITIZENS' GARAGE

:‘::’(:’ Largest Gaynge \n Texas.
e nsgé rv!;tomwe._ Accessories,
ook ce, ANY Plme, ANY

entrally Located
222 East Travis Stie
San Antonio, e

Phones, Crockett' §000-6283.

CARTER TIRE. COMPANY
hones, Cr:ckeu. or ';r?ﬁ@,“ﬁ-'

leetric streot aignall
Mled {n many
Ut for them

LBINMng SPpace, 38 roer munca.
Plenty of Open Camping Space.
Cottages, Rates §3.50 Per Week,

RoUTENo 13 @ 1.8 Turn right Into Grayson St
(STATE un.:.nw.w‘ at t"lin‘ amt‘on. ,
San Anfonloie. 8 2.0 Fort Sam Houston grounds:

Al loft. _
2.4 Turn left into Now Braune

_ fels avenue, .
3.2 Turn vight. 3.4 Turn left.
8.6 Camp Travis Rerervation.
‘8.8 Turn right. 6.2 Ahead.
167 SELMA

6. A A ;
20.2 Guadalupe-Comal county line
22.9 Left m&d ;{lght across R. R.
23.8 Crosa R. R, .
33’% COMAL. 25.0 Cross R, R.
27.0 Store on right, o

ot B 30.7 Cross R. R.

Ee? &
&'0 murn left.  28.5 Turn right.
28.2 Turn left F’g bot gﬁﬁ |
310 NEW BRAUNFELS. Plaza,
31,0 NEW BEnt and lert around

Y E~—Whin you
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606 (1924) POLK’S MORRISON & FOUR
DUTTON AV—Contd 919 Hearne
1608 Mitchell L R (r) . Neill B iV(Vr)(r)
1610 Harris R F (r) Fair W T (r) 1 - , —
1612 Mitchell C P (r) 929 Jaques J B (r) 201 Thomse 0—"1he mfrs
1616 Beheler W L (r) 937 Graham Thos (r) Dyo shoe polish and
S Seventeenth Cherry dyes e
S Eighteenth | 1000 Vacant Hed-Tone Co =d
1815 Johnson E A (r) 1008 Smith Jos (r) 201-3 Brazos Valley " |
Dawis W L (r) 1011 Evans R B (o) Garage A |
1825 Schramm W F (o) 1016 Dozier Henry (o) Lambeth CL = . 4
S Nineteenth | 1017 Wright L S (o) 202-10 Independent Shope
S Twentieth | 1021 Plath L. H (o) Brick Co .
2000 Worsham J E dairy 1025 Verdell G J (o) 2031% Fechner H M oy
(r) 1026 Herd J D (o) 205 Vacant »
2009 Thompson J L (r) 1028 Chapman W L (r) 207 Urban John blksmith
2011 George A 1. (r) 1029 Lee A C (o) 209 Vacant
2013 McRay J W (r) 1032 Reagan R E (o) 211 Geyer Bros Co auto
2023 Paulsen Fred (r) 1033 Bebee J E (r) reprs
: S Twenty-first | 1035 Byford J T (r) Mann begins
S Twenty-second | 1036 McCormick Wm (o) 300 Khoury A & Sons
2228 JMeanilris B Elda(ilrs(' (o) Forrest sl gx;ocse_lés Bk
cCollum oy T) E r as ide afe
: S Twenty-third Hgg %‘%‘l’fi’;ﬁgg Narﬁy((l o) | 304 Natl Monument Wks
2300 Martin F D Dr (r) 1110 Blakely Bennie (* o) | 305 Smith Garage
2301 Crow A J (0) 1113 Brown Geo (‘ r) 306 Saml The Tire Man
S Twenty-fourth | 1114 Williams Geo (* o) © 306% Williams W C (r)
24068 Hyvda T O ity 1100 TR S e o> sl Bt d : T liemee YXF TT 7N
Source: TCBU
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What We are Doing

r ihe fntormslion of house-

s whe wish acenraie informae
oh relative costs (n planding
>mical and 2t the game time
tious meals, the food adminis.
m has issued a table showing
omparative eoat and fond val-
W fifty foods,

cad Is taken as the standard
omparison, and the most per
d and the{ relativa cost por
red calories of t{hie Other ma-
lg 1l shawn. The prices glven
werages of those in 23 places
iwwhout the country on August
Pha tabhla shows that 12 arii-
are cheaper than bread on tho
of calories oliazined for the
¥, twa are of equal value, and
vigher.  Corn mienl, Notwith-
ing its present high prices,
npues to give ihe most food
+ for the nlonay. Ervoiler
ens stand at the foot of the

¢ experts of the food adminis-
m  think that an iatellizent
of thls tahle will help housew
.  They point out that it
2 be impogelble Ior & famliy
eop in health If it were fed
sively on the foods in the low-
art of the table. ° Thelr ad-
is that the housewife conlinue
‘epare the usoal meal of va-
dict, and ntiliza this tahle as
ide im  muking combinations
wlll save money ank at the
time be nutritious. For in-
o, cenned tomptses, compared
bread, are = very expensive

I'his should wet lead to

Alfssicmntine ol damiatane kot

on August 1.

PLAN HICHWAY FROM
RED RIVER TO BORDER

First Step Is to Organize
Units of the Meridian
Rqad in Texas.

SAN MARCOS, Tex., Sept. 8.—
With the making of a 3685+day road
between 1the differcnt army Doats
in Texas, the question of milltary
transportation is solved, &nd tiat's
why, with the deslgnation of the
Meridian Road as Stato Highway

No. 2, the Texas Highway Depart-
ment is ready zrd anxlous to ald
in. the cumpaign just launched to
give the DMeridlan Road A hard
surface from the Red River to the
Rlo Grande and the Gulf, The
very first consideration igs io get
overy unit of the Texas Merldian

[Poad Association lined up, nand

started in tre good work., It has
heen demonstraied so many times
(in Lhe pust that all thap !s needed
te put thia and 1lke projects of
state import “over’” is to be thor-
nmechtvy orcanized.

Government
scribes New
Treating

T CAN BE

Gradua! Elimi
ady by a ¢
15 Not E

Reports that h
recently by the
partment of Agric
the tosses from ¢
during the presen
or exceed the ma:
in any previous |
«f tho disewze I d
possivle, accordin;
the Bureay of An

In ¢ertain secth
nntably the overfi
of the south, ant
most Qestructbve
cattle and Liorses
the cattle tick It
great drawbiacks t
witte arcas which
cellently adapled

Can Be (

Lut, Jike te ¢

can Yo <Lonlrolied

Source: Newspaperarchives.com
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F! rATIORAL © |
bt “SCALEFREE" FIPES

" o RAWESTATK ORI Wl e b

58, .\Iu:l.lne 2 Snpph' La.

; .. LXI—NO. 23,

ERI DIABL-B' THROUGHOUTA
What We Are Doing

WET WINI]SHIELI] BLAMEI]

A NORRIS UNRUFFLED BY KILLING, WITNESS DECLARES*“HEER OFOEAD,

BFCOMYERSATION
+ OVER TELEPHONE:
Sh RNk sl by Hi

YTegthmony Befora el
Grurad Jury £
in Heard

|FATAL THREE FEET.

il il Sazdurcluy nigh.
okt g IR TU N wers filled. Thep

Tt res Fral el dhy fugs

OWPLACEDATTY

YOUTH GIVES
1S owy Lige [WITH 5 INIURED

Dy 3 pand sepaaind uhe Masder £

:rr\c.*;; Burs. mf bya
drevire At Rcblm‘ .Per.k “uru-f-zy. I fh gz

daafedyy s

S Bt
tfﬂﬂ FRIEND One of Those in
Hospital Haex

Tirﬂlmn “;l‘k

Hiiee Etieape W2 BN
T B Regult of bo-
Ing. Enad Tuen tar Be

R in Cod.

. r
’ ..e'u.ﬁ R s
HarT HAiEANaY WICCILESTRN

N
lnenirnrnneruenl o

Source: Newspaperarchives.com
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Hwy.No.2 Overpass crossing the I.G.N. tracks at Round Rock
This structure was dedicated to the ten Baglor students wh;ae

lives were lost at this grade crossing on anuary 22, 1927.

Round Rock, Texas. Source: TxDOT
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Vicinity of San Antonio, Texas. Source: TxDOT
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BARBER SHOPS
Manhattan—440 W, 7th St

LIQUOR STORES
Messina's—438 W, 7th St
Coleman's—735 Texas Ave

SAN ANTONIO

TOURIST HOMES
Mundy—129 N. Maquite St.

RESTAURANTS
Cactus—524 E. Commerce St.
Houston's—318 Hedges St.
Rick's—602 8. Olive St.
Mamie's—1833 E. Houston St.

BEAUTY SHOPS
Optimistic— Anderson St
ﬁona—-zm N. Sm- Se. |

and Box—135 N, Me:quite St.
Mitts—115 N. Swiss St.
Arritha's—113 Alabama
R & B—126 N, Mesquite St.
Hick's=—1515 E. Houston St.
Briscoe's—3518 S, Pine St.
Three Point—716 Virginia Blvd.

NIGHT CLUBS
Wg Lake Country Club—New Sulphu

n
Eldmado—l‘)ls Wyoming St.

IJQUOR STORES

yood's—106 Pearl

SERVICE STATIONS
Fawon's—1605 E. Houston

Mitchell’s—805 S. Hackberry St.

TYLER

TOURIST HOMES
M1, Thomas—516 N. Border St.
W. Langston—1010 N. Border

Source: THF 78
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Galveston, Texas. Source: BoPL
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Meridian Highway - Decatur, Texas o
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Bankhead Highway - Albany, Texas 0
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Types of Resources

Meridian Highway - Decatur, Texas
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Meridian Highway - Itasca, Texas
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Meridian Highway - Waco, Texas o




Bankhead Highway - Mineral Wells, Texas
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TypeS Of Resources

Meridian Highway - Waco, Texas
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Types of Resources

Bankhead Highway - Eastland, Texas 89
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Types of Resources
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Meridian Highway - Bowie, Texas
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Bankhead Highway - Abilene, Texas 91
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Bankhead Highway - Fort Worth, Texas o




MER‘DIAL .s'-"”"“"“Guom ;

What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Meridian Highway - Waco, Texas
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Galveston, Texas. Source: HCM&A
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Types of Resources

Taylor, Texas. Source: PTH 9%
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Austin, Texas. Source: PTH 97
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Types of Resources

Dallas, Texas. Source: TOT 98
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Meridian Highway - Hillsboro, Texas
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Waco, Texas. Source: TOT 100
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Laredo, Texas. Source: NARA
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Meridian Highway - Waco, Texas
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Bankhead Highway - Vicinity of Naples, Texas
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Meridian Highway - Lovelace, Texas
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Meridian Highway - Vicinity of Millican, Texas
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Meridian Highway - Vicinity of Bartlett, Texas
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Meridian Highway - Vicinity of Hillsboro, Texas
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Meridian Highway - Clifton, Texas
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Types of Resources

Meridian Highway - Clifton, Texas 110
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Types of Resources

Bankhead Highway - Merkel, Texas 112
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Vicinity of New Braunfels, Texas
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Types of Resources

Vicinity of New Braunfels, Texas
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Vicinity of Atascosa, Texas
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How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

HISTORIC GAS STATION
SURVEY

DOCUMENTING SAN ANTONIO'S ROADSIDE ARCHITECTURE

Source: SACS
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

San Antonio Conservation Society

Historic Gas Station Survey 2012

Ricki Kushner

Source: SACS
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Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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fdd’/ Derovy fo Srere /J/J ’7W"/ No, &
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Pkl S Mol DRswing Work Py s7i7& AWy Dasph in o iaviry 1954

Vicinity of Eddy, Texas. Source: TxDOT
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

-

Vicinity of Hillsboro, Texas
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Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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Vicinity of Hillsboro, Texas. Source: TxDO
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Source: TWC
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Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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San Antonio, Texas. Source: NARA
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View of Highway No. 2, near Devine
in Medina County

Vicinity of Devine, Texas. Source: TxDOT
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Flood Scene of the Nueces River, Highway No. 2 south of Cotulla

Vicinity of Cotulla, Texas. Source: TxDOT
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How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Grande Hotel. Waco, Texas Texas Cafe — Petrified Wood ST 7 P
See the Only Petrified Wood Hotel American and Mexican Dishes

T p——

RN T T BT TS

oS S
. e iy
: "
4 g > T
S - g3 e
\ v
. > \ {
i - D . 3
o

Ceiling Fans — Sealy Matiresses 65570
75 Apartments — 75 Baths

[ SRS ia (S T e o

Grande Courts 'l:ourist Apts.. Waco, Texas

Waco, Texas. Source: BoPL
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How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Laredo, Texas Source: BoPL
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Belton, Texas. Source: LAPL
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials



How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Source: B. ]. Hicks, Mount Vernon, Texas
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How You Can Participate

Service Stations in Texas

Zate U,
Hien- Hegh-
ey wer
190 o
1N Leop
i ) L
1 L
utiern
Fo, 4k & Chestmnt.
AGUA DOLCK: Main & 208 Sea 1A
ALAMO (Farv)) Alamo Mok, & Tigkwey 13, 13 08
ALBANY, Mais & No. Lut Srs. 1A
ALICE : 5 hhss L
ALVARADO (Clebarne): Sparks & Wearer Sox. 2 Ll
A;\‘&ID Mecater ): Kim & Wigham Ses. . . 2 L
Al ILLO: 5 A Harcieon St LB as-3ea
100 A P.l?ﬂ('v n 3“—2‘1
Oth A Manres Six n o8
n: Fitlonewe & Bih Sia. LR
AIB:)N:C:;’;“N‘IM.Y‘M& . ¥ m
ARLINGOTON) Foet Worth-Dallas Mighwa) . 1
Divisien & Coepar 525 ' -
ASHERTON : Corter Ave, & Tok S 35
e s
ASFERMONT: Waskingion Ave. & 78 S0, 18
ATHMENS; Palestioe & College Sta. -5 1990
ATLANTA: Maio A LU L AT
AUSTING 601 W, 6ih 5S¢,
107 Congress Ave. 220 W
2 oa-
100 & Cont :
L 'A:E-"' Soriogs Road, 2-20-29 81
e Ave, & Rartom Sprias 10
ore e B Bk 5w
1 L
0
Aain & Orleans 5o B
g
Caller & Maripess Koy, . » 3 o
Neches & Lyta 53
Fine & Ash His. ? » »
BEEVILLE: Corpus Chuistl Ka. & 5S¢, Mary.
BRLLEVUE: Cale & AIb 545,
PIG LAXE: Man 51, & N Rsiload Ave.
DELTON (Tempia) Coael Ave. & Panséops Se.
MO SFMING - -‘“V. Lanixster = g
Sk 2 B
BLANKEY (Brwwnwosd)! 50, Broadway &

Mo B0 =] w
HLOSSOM (Farss 1) Paris-Texsshans Highway.
BONHAM . No. Centes & 823 S T TR tutrs
BOBRNE: No. Main 8 P Ra. 27

San Asteals Rd. & Jed &w gv‘
ise &5 Lintoar 31 2 "
 Beidges 55 o
on B o
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How You Can Participate
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How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Downtown Waco, Texas. Source: TCBU
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Downtown Waco, Texas. Source: TCBU
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How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Downtown Waco, Texas. Source: TCBU
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How You Can Participate

Texas Historical Commission
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& statetius ( *B $$ O = I

@ Y f =@ N JC CINALTES  DONATE

* TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places 1elling real szovies m

HONE ABDUT US PRESERYE PROJECT REVIEW NEWS & EVENTS GET INVOLYED LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

Home » Presans » Proecis and Programs » Hwtooc Taxas Hghwoys

Historic Texas Highways

Dday, the Lone In This Section

Bankbead Hgtnray

« Det Ro-Canadan Huhway

Easl Teaas Hgheay
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How You Can Participate

Texas Historical Commission

I Meridian Highway | Texas... % | =+

(- the statetx.us/preserve/project 1d-prog vs/historic-te Highways/meridian-hig

B YW f vwl@B X\ BI0C CONTACTUS | DONATE

* TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places telling real stories [

wBa $§ & O

HOME ABOUTUS  PRESERVE ~ PROJECT REVIEW NEWS & EVENTS GET INVOLVED

Home » Presemve » Projects and Programs » Historic Texas Highways » Meridian Highway

Meridian Highway

The Meridian Highway historically has been the major north-south named
highway in Texas since the early 1910s. As originally conceived by the
International Meridian Association in 1911, it stretched from Canada to
Mexico, extending through the nation's mid-section and the expansive
Great Plains region. Its path cross approximately 800 miles of Texas
passing through Burkburnett, Wichita Falls, Fort Worth, Cleburne, Waco
Taylor, Georgetown, Austin, New Braunfels, San Antonio, Cotulla. Laredo
Bryan, Hempstead, Houston, and Galveston, among other communities
and roughly followed IH-35W with a major lateral from Waco to Galveston
following SH6/US 280

i

The Texas Historical Commission is undertaking a two-year study to
document the history of the Meridian Highway. The project will resuit in a written history of the Texas section of
the Meridian Highway and a survey of the Texas Meridian route, including associated historic resources. auto
repair garages. gas stations, diners, tourist camps, auto courts, motels, road markers, paving, and traffic
signs. This effort is funded by the Texas Legisiature and the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)

LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

In This Section

« Bankhead Highway

« Del Rio-Canadian Highway

« East Texas Highway

« Meridian Highway
« Meridian Highway History
« Meridian Highway FAQs
« THC Release Form

« North Texas Highway

« Old Spanish Trail

* Route 66

« Sidebar Interests
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How You Can Participate

Texas Historical Commission

! Mendian Mighway FAQs | o +

&~ ety us | P 8 $ # & =

B Y f w@ X ME CONTATUS  DONATE

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real placer telling real stories m

HOME ABOUT US PRESERVE PROJECT REVIEW NEWS & EVENTS GET INYOLYED LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

Heme « Prasens » Proacts sod Progaams « Histone Texas Hghways + Meodun Highway + Mendian Highway FAQs
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How You Can Participate

Texas Historical Commission
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|
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Explore the Bankhead Highway
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Texas Historical Commission
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How You Can Participate

Texas Historical Commission
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How You Can Participate

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

) I )
real placer telling real srarie

QUESTIONNAIRE: MISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY OF THE MERIDIAN HIGHWAY

Progect contact: Leshe Wolfercer, S11 463 1004, leste woleroer@ o c ssate tans

Partizipent Centact Iformration
Namw
Steoet Chy Zip
Pamn Emull Addenss
worg the Wy

Diz you, wour famdy, or frends trael ne the Menaiss Highway? If sa, whan, haw aften and tnr whar masoe?

e rew bisinesses oper witen the higheay was teilt?  so, what king of busmesses wene they ang when were they In

weo?

Ui the Faghway pas theough tho comntown area? If sa dic any ovents tako place or the cowrtown sectior of the

Npdway. aod what were they  Lars paraoes, community colebrations?

What impact clo pavieg the higheay Fove on locdl busics 2rc movement from towr 50 towr? Oid tourtsm Ircresse?

What Sappared to busoecses In your communty whes the Ftecstate was hon?

SREG AUBRTT, COVIMAEN & RUARTE CPEITT PRTINSUN, L CHAIR © AR WOLST ERTEUTIVE DmrTIan

1 X L 1ExAd o 14 el . e ITh 4 . t i .

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

r ; '
real places relling real staries

Bulldings and aleeg the

Do you remomder any bediciegs or pbees that hisdway travelers ssed, such as toun<t camps, towrist couns. motels, g2s
stations. repakr garazes? ¥ <o whatarc where were they, arc wher were they used? Do they <till exist?

Do you rememiser any ald bridzes, parks o rest reas buir Forg or rearthe highaay? ¥ oo, whare were theyandco
they i exist? When were they buik arc wher dic people stop tsins them?

Are there ary oir @ctiors of roac that are ro lorger Lsed? If sa, where are they?

Histerical nforration

Doyoe have ary ghatographs. postcarss or writter matenas stowa g places an or fear tre Barkreas? fire you wifing
10 have them scarrec or ghotographed for ese in this project?

Do yeu know aeyore ske wio might have materiak to share? I so, please provice cantact Ffarmatian.

[ 1 hawe pEotos, post cands or other matorials 10 sharc with the project but dic not tring threm 1o this mecsing. The
Survey rew will COMacT you 10 3rTangs 3n opeortanity for you 1o share your matenials  Please compiete the section a1
the top of the Questonnaire S0 you ¢as be cortacted

m_ ’w

Please record any commerts you have or this mestirg, or the peoject.




How You Can Participate

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

eeal places telling real srarvie

RELEASE ANDWAIVER

In considemnon of the Teus Hisoned Commisson (Commmssion) eopyving, archivieg sed possibdy
publishirg  cértan  archival matenial  listed  below,
bty deseribed as Owier, herely providss dus RELEASE AND WAIVER 0 the Connntssion

Cramer freely and without prowmse of paymnent offecs the archival matanal to the Ucovmasion for its use
o Gocumsading B desloty of Tasss. Oomas roeesads 0 e Cosmsesionn ul Oweir tus all gdils of
peblication and titfe o the archival matenal and that the archeval material is not sebject to a claim of copyright
protocon by o Gard party, known o sehasown

In full considerntion of the above intended we of the wrchival matecial and in full
comslderation of the fact that 1 am willingly aod volustarily sffering the archival matectal 1o the
Commission, and with oy full usderstanding of all of the aborve, 1 hereby waive, release, remise
and discharge the Commisslon and its agents, officers, principals and smployees of nay wid all
lability, cladms, demands, actions or dghts of action, or damages of any Kind related 1o, arising
from, or in awy way conmected with, my offer of the archival material, including those allegedly
attributed to the negligent acts or am issions of the above mentioned parties.

This agreement ahall be binding upon me, my successors, represemtatives, heirs, execwtors,
assigny, or translerves. [Fany portion of this agroeosent is held invalid, | agree that the remainder
of the agreement shall reonain in full legal force and effect.

I understand that the offer of the archival materdal doex ot abligate the Commbssion to
copy, srchive or pablish the archival material  Any further use of the archival material is strictly
at the discretion of the Conmbslon,

Oomar underdtaack tur wahout the provisicn of this RELEASE AN WAIVER, Owners would not
constdor i1l oplion o copy, archive or peitdish the scviove metenal

Signed and datad this iy of 018
ACREED

Sigranire

Printad “ams

DESCRIPTION OF ARCHIVAL MATERIAL OFFERED

»

SREG AURBIT COVINNEN @ RUMRTE CPEITT PRTINSHN, 1 CHAIR @ MaAR Wil ERFEUTIV b

L. \ . . . ! . .
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For More Information

Texas Historical Commission
— Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager
* Email: Leslie.Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us
* Phone: 512-463-3386

Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc.
— David Moore, Historian

e Email: dmoore@hhminc.com
e Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109
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Sources

* Boston Public Library

* Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin
* Federal Highway Administration

* Google Books

 Harvey County Museum & Archives

* John Asa Rountree Manuscripts, Birmingham Public
Library

* Kansas Historical Society
* Lena Armstrong Public Library, Belton
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Sources

* Library of Congress

* Lincoln Highway National Museum & Archives

* Martha Doty Freeman Private Collection

* National Archives and Records Administration

* Perry-Castaneda Library, University of Texas at Austin
* Pikes Peak Library District

» Texas Collection, Baylor University

» Texas Department of Transportation

* Texas Historical Commission
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Sources

* Texas State Library and Archive Commission
 The Henry Ford

* The Portal to Texas History

* The Witliff Collection at Texas State University
* Traces of Texas

e University of Nebraska at Omaha

» Virginia Garret Cartographic History Library, University of
Texas at Arlington

* Wise County Clerk, Wise County Courthouse
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Questions?

....and Safe Travels!

Source: TCBU
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